Advent I
November 30, 2025
10:00 AM



Adyent means “coming.” Historically, Advent has been a season of fasting as we celebrate the three comings of Jesus, his first as
a baby in Nazareth, his second as the King who heals all creation, and his presence that comes to us now.

Note for parents: We love the “joyful noise” of kids and welcome them into our worship! If you need a quiet space, the rectory is
open and available with toys and a diaper changing station. You are welcome there anytime or you can ask a greeter for belp.

PRELUDE

Please rise in body or spirit.

OPENING HYMN O Comze, O Come Emmanuel

O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel

that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear

REFRAIN:
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmannel
shall come to yon, O Israel.

O come, Thou Dayspring, come and cheer
our spirits with Thine advent here
Disperse the gloomy cloud of night

and death’s dark shadows put to flight

REFRAIN

OPENING ACCLAMATION

Celebrant

All

All

O come, Thou Wisdom from on high,
who ordered all things mightily;

to us the path of knowledge show
and teach us in its ways to go

REFRAIN

WORDS: John Mason Neale

+Blessed are you, holy and living One.

You come to your people and set them free.
Celebrant God be with you.

And also with you.

Celebrant Let us pray.
God of justice and peace, from the heavens you rain down mercy and
kindness, that all on earth may stand in awe and wonder before your
marvelous deeds. Raise our heads in expectation, that we may yearn for the
coming day of the Lord and stand without blame before your Son, Jesus
Christ, who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.

All

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmannel
shall come to you, O Israel.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to yon, O Israel.
shall come to you, O Israel.
shall come to yon, O Israel.



Please be seated.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH - HOPE

= ey
- L — A — — L T " E——
s -
Come, Lord Je-sus, be ou-r Light In our long-ing, shine, O Christ.
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In the dark,we wait fo-r You. Come, Lord Je-sus, make____ us new.
[first candle is lit]
Leader We light the candle of hope. We are waiting for Jesus, the Light of the world.
[offering one word or phrase prayers of hope|
All Jesus, our Light, we trust you with our hopes. Amen.

Children aged 3 and up are invited to a time of children’s worship; they return to the sanctuary in time for Communion.

LISTENING | Lamentations 3: 55-63

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
All Thanks be to God.

RESPONSIVE PSALM | Psalm 27

The Lorp is my light and my salvation;
whom then shall I fear?
the LORD is the strength of my life;
of whom then shall I be afraid?

When evildoers came upon me to eat up my flesh,
it was they, my foes and my adversaries, who
stumbled and fell.

Though an army should encamp against me,
yet my heart shall not be afraid;

And though war should rise up against me,
yet will I put my trust in him.



One thing have I asked of the LoRrD;
one thing I seek;
that I may dwell in the house of the LorD all the days of my life;
To behold the fair beauty of the Lorp
and to seek him in his temple.
For in the day of trouble he shall keep me safe
in his shelter;
he shall hide me in the secrecy of his dwelling
and set me high upon a rock.
Even now he lifts up my head
above my enemies round about me.
Therefore I will offer in his dwelling an oblation
with sounds of great gladness;
I will sing and make music to the Lorbp.
Hearken to my voice, O Lorp, when I call;
have mercy on me and answer me.
You speak in my heart and say, “Seek my face.”
Your face, LLOrRD, will I seek.
Hide not your face from me,
nor turn away your servant in displeasure.
You have been my helper;
cast me not away;
do not forsake me, O God of my salvation.
Though my father and my mother forsake me,
the Lorp will sustain me.
Show me your way, O LORD;
lead me on a level path, because of my enemies.
Deliver me not into the hand of my adversaries,
for false witnesses have risen up against me,
and also those who speak malice.
What if I had not believed
that I should see the goodness of the LorD
in the land of the living!
O tarry and await the LORD’s pleasure;
be strong, and he shall comfort your heart;
wait patiently for the LoRrbp.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Please rise.



GRADUAL HYMN Kyrie (Pilgrint’s Mass)
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Celebrant

All Glory to you, Lord Christ.

GOSPEL |Luke 1: 5-13

Celebrant
All

The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Please be seated.

SERMON

Written | Arranged: Paul Johnson

+The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Luke.

The Rev. Lisha Epperson



Please rise.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Written by Rachel Rim

Light of the world, You are the beginning and the end, the One who was and is to come. In this
season of Advent, we live deeply in the in-between—between earth and heaven, promise and
tulfillment, faith and sight. Meet us, O Christ, in the gray spaces of our lives, where beauty and grief
dwell together. As one body, we remember Your coming and eagerly await Your return.

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness shall not overcome it.

Come, Lord of light, and illuminate the darkness around us. We who walk in shadows and
uncertainty need Your perfect light which casts out fear. Bring into relief all that frightens us, that
we might remember that darkness has no hold on children of the light. For we who are weary and
afraid, may Your illuminating light bring courage and strength into our hearts.

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness shall not overcome it.

Come, Lord of light, and bring into the day the sin which keeps us in darkness. We need Your
cleansing fire to burn away the parts of us that do not reflect the light of Christ. We yearn to let go
of what does not make us whole, what deceives us with false promises of safety and security. As we
fix our eyes on all that is good and pure and lovely, may we reflect the One who gives the light of
life to all who seek.

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness shall not overcome it.

We yearn to let go of what does not make us whole, what deceives us with false promises of
safety and security.

Come, Lord of light, and cover in warmth those who suffer in body or in spirit. To all who are
hospitalized, may the warmth of home sweep through their rooms and bring them comfort. To all
who are alone, may You be the steadfast friend who never leaves, who sees every corner of our
hearts and loves us with an everlasting love. To all who are grieving, embrace them with the
suffering light of Christ, which holds our sorrows dearly and will one day bring a never-ending
dawn.

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness shall not overcome it.

Come, Lord of light, and shine into the darkness where violence and hatred live. Remind us that
Your light is gentle but also fierce, consoling but also convicting, and lays to waste every path that
does not lead to the cross. Humble the powers of darkness, that all in the world may live in
freedom, in safety, and in peace.

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness shall not overcome it.

The light of the world shines brighter, longer, and warmer than any false dawn.

And we who walk in darkness have seen that great light.

Come, Emmanuel, and renew our hope, until night is no more and all things are made new.
In the light of Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the prayers
of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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CONFESSION

Celebrant Let us confess our sins to God.

All God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your
will in our lives. We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and
in the world you have created. We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil
we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and
strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love
and serve only your will. Amen.

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you
in eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE

Celebrant The peace of Christ be always with you.
All And also with you.

Please be seated.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Fill ont an information card or
share a prayer request by using

You can give in the offering box
near the doors, through onr website

the OR code: or by using the OR code:
OFFERTORY SONG May You Find A Light

Lost and weary traveler There are weary travelers
Searching for the way to go Searching everywhere you go
Stranger, heavy-hearted Strangers, who are searching
Longing for someone you know Longing deeply to be known
May you find a light
May you find a light

May you find a light to guide yon homse
MUSIC/WORDS: Josh Garrels and Isaac Wardell

Please rise.



DOXOLOGY

Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise him all creatures here below

Praise him above ye heavenly host
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Celebrant
All

Celebrant
All

Celebrant
All

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From before time
you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into being:
sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing. You made us in your image,

and taught us

to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away; and yet, as

a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the
fullness of your love. And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that

rings through eternity, lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing (say):
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WORDS: Book of Common Prayer MUSIC: Brian Milner, from Mass for the Beloved
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Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin and
death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant,
that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God. Living among us, Jesus loved
us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the
poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love.
Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified
by you. On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave
thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again,
he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new
Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it,
do this for the remembrance of me.”

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and risen,
who was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living
sacrifice. Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ.
Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given
for the wotld you have made. In the fullness of time bring us, with all your saints, from every tribe
and language and people and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the foundation of the
world.

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory,

and praise, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Celebrant And now;, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
All Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.



THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

Celebrant Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
All Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God.
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving,

If you would like to receive communion, hold your palms open when the celebrant comes to you. Gluten-free wafers are
avatlable by request. If you prefer a blessing instead, cross your arms over your chest.

COMMUNION HYMNS  Be Thou My Vision | Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus

Be thou my vision, oh Lord of my heart
Naught be all else to me, save that thy art
Thou my best thought in the day and the night
Waking or sleeping, thou presence my light

Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word
I ever with thee and thou with me lord
Thou our great Maker and I thy true one

Thou in me dwelling and I with thee one

Riches I need not, nor man’s empty praise
Thou mine inheritance through all of my days
Thou and thou only though first in my heart

High king of heaven my treasure thou art

High King of heaven, my victory won,

May I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,

Still be my Vision, O Ruler of all.



Come, Thon Long Expected Jesus

Come, Thou long expected Jesus
Born to set Thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us,
Let us find our rest in Thee.
Israel's strength and consolation,
Hope of all the earth Thou art;
Dear desire of every nation,

Joy of every longing heart.

Born Thy people to deliver,

Born a child and yet a King,

Born to reign in us forever,

Now Thy gracious kingdom bring.
By Thine own eternal Spirit

Rule in all our hearts alone;

By Thine all sufficient merit,
Raise us to Thy glorious throne.

Celebrant Let us pray.

WORDS /| MUSIC: Charles Wesley

All Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing
us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. Now send

us forth a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may proclaim your love to
the world and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

FINAL BLESSING

Alfter the blessing, you are welcome to remain in the sanctuary for prayer ministry and quiet reflection.

For all others, please join us in the rectory for coffee honr and fellowship.
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WELCOME TO ST. PETER’S CHELSEA!

We’re so glad that you joined us today! Please sign up for our email newsletter at www.stpeterschelsea.org,

follow us on Instagram and Facebook @stpeterschelsea and find out more ways to get connected.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Celebrate Advent and Christmas with St. Peter’s Chelsea!

Hanging of the Greens, TODAY after service. It’s all hands on deck! Stick around after service
to help beautify and “green” the church for Advent and Christmas by hanging garlands, wreaths,
holly and lights. All are welcome!

Advent Poetry Workshop with Drew Jackson, Sunday, December 7 at 11:30 am. Our
poet-in-residence, Drew Jackson, will lead a workshop on poetry as spiritual practice in a season that
holds both darkness and dawning light. We’ll explore how poetry can give voice to our laments and
joys, helping us sit a little longer in our questions - not rushing to answers, but resting in the mystery
of all things.

Tree Lighting Party and Holiday Market, Friday, December 12, at 6 pm. Join us to light up the
night with our tree and carols, then enjoy hot chocolate, cookies and a holiday market featuring the
creativity of our Artists Collective. All proceeds will support the Roots and Restoration Project.

No Rehearsal Christmas Pageant, Sunday, December 14 at 10 am. There wasn’t a rehearsal for
the Nativity either, so we’re in good company! All you have to do is show up and we’ll inhabit and
tell the Story together. We’re also calling on our bakers to bring Christmas cookies for coffee hour to
enjoy afterwards.

Longest Night Service & Meal, Sunday, Dec 21, 5 pm. The holidays can be a difficult time for
many, a season focused on being “merry and bright” made all the more dissonant when you're
carrying grief, loss and struggle. On the Longest Night, darkness is a place where we can encounter
Immanuel, God with us. After the service, all are welcome to join us for a simple meal in the rectory.
Christmas Eve Service, Wednesday, December 24 at 5 pm

Christmas Day Service, Thursday, December 25 at 10 am

WEEKLY GATHERINGS:

House Church. Come anchor yourself in rhythms that give life. House Church is a space to come
back to center: sharing a meal, praying with one another, and listening for God’s voice together.

0 Downtown (Chelsea), Wednesdays, 6:30-8:30 pm. Contact: Christine at

clee@stpeterschelsea.org.

o Uptown (UWS), Thursdays, 7-9 pm. Contact: Lisha at lisha@stpeterschelsea.org,
Zoom Prayer, Weekdays at 8 am, led by the Episcopal Diocese of NY. Visit the Connect page on
our website for the link.
Yoga + Noonday Prayer, Wednesdays from 11:30 am to 12:15 pm, Rev. Lisha leads 30 minute yoga
sessions in the sanctuary followed by Noonday Prayer. Mats provided. Wear comfortable clothing,
All levels are welcome. RSVP to lisha@stpeterschelsea.org,
Food Pantry, Fridays from 4-6 pm or Saturdays from 9:30-11:30 am. Join us to serve our neighbors
in need as we have more guests than ever with the recent cut of SNAP benefits. Volunteers can help
set up on Fridays or serve guests on Saturday mornings. Sign up through the link on the food pantry

page of our website.
Cover att is “Zechariah and Elizabeth” by Ally Barrett

The Reverend Christine Lee, Priest-in-Charge | The Reverend Lisha Epperson, Assistant Priest

For more info, contact office@stpeterschelsea.org or visit www.stpeterschelsea.org | Contact our Vestry at vestry@stpeterschelsea.org
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