
Fourth Sunday of  Lent
March 19, 2023

10:00 AM



Note for parents: We love the “joyful noise” of  kids and welcome them into our worship! If  you need a quiet space, the rectory is
open and available with toys and a diaper changing station. You are welcome there anytime or you can ask a greeter for help.

PRELUDE

SILENT PROCESSIONAL

Please stand if  you are able.

HYMN Be Thou My Vision

Be Thou my vision, oh Lord of  my heart
Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art
Thou my best thought by day or by night
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light

Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word
I ever with thee and thou with me lord
Thou my great Maker and I thy true one
Thou in me dwelling and I with thee one

Riches I need not, nor world’s empty praise
Thou mine inheritance through all of  my days
Thou and thou only though first in my heart
High king of  heaven my treasure thou art

WORDS: Eleanor H. Hull

OPENING ACCLAMATION
+ indicates a place where we traditionally cross ourselves

Celebrant Blessed be the God of  our salvation.
All Who bears our burdens and forgives our sins.

Celebrant God be with you.
All And also with you.

Celebrant Let us pray.
All Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to

be the true bread which gives life to the world: Evermore give us this bread,
that he may live in us, and we in him; who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

High King of  heaven, my victory won,
May I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s Sun!
Heart of  my own heart, whatever befall,
Still be my Vision, O Ruler of  all.
Heart of  my own heart, whatever befall,
Still be my Vision, O Ruler of  all.
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Please be seated.

FIRST READING | Isaiah 58: 9-14

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
All Thanks be to God.

RESPONSIVE PSALM | Psalm 23

The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures;

he leads me beside still waters;
He restores my soul.

He leads me in right paths for his name's sake.
Even though I walk through the darkest valley,

I fear no evil; for you are with me;
your rod and your staff—they comfort me.

You prepare a table before me in the presence of  myenemies;
you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of  my life,
and I shall dwell in the house of  theLORD

my whole life long
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Please stand.

GRADUAL HYMN The Kingdom of  God

WORDS/MUSIC: Taize Community
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Celebrant +The Holy Gospel of  our Lord Jesus Christ, according to John.
All Glory to you, Lord Christ.

GOSPEL | Luke 13: 10-17

Celebrant The Gospel of  the Lord
All Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Please be seated.
Children aged 3 and up are invited to a time of  children's worship; they return to the sanctuary in time for Communion.

SERMON The Rev. Deacon Lisha Epperson

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Please share any prayer requests
or thanksgiving in the live chat:

Lord we hang true to your promise that where two or three are gathered in your name you are there.
We believe firmly in your presence with us and in that confidence we come to you with our joys and
our burdens. We pray…

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For the uncertainties we face in this life, the anxiety that it induces in us, for the fear of  the
unknown, Lord give us the confidence to claim the peace that you have given to us. Not as the
world gives but as only you can. Let our hearts not be troubled. Let us not be afraid.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For those who find themselves in places of  danger, in their homes, countries or battlefield. For the
people who send them to fight or find themselves fighting. Lead your peacemakers to these places
that may sow peace and reap a harvest of  righteousness

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For the joy makes us smile. The touch makes us tingle. The laughter from deep within. We thank
you for the ways you give us glimpses of  eternity. Let us not forget to enjoy you now and forever.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For the brokenness of  this world. The weakness in our bodies. For the pressures that threaten to
crush us. Shelter us Lord. Make your presence known, especially with those who need your holy and
healing hands on their bodies and all that surrounds them.
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We pray all this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Please stand if  you are able.

CONFESSION

Leader Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
All Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of  your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of  your Name. Amen.

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of  the Holy Spirit keep
you in eternal life. Amen.

PEACE

Celebrant The Peace of  Christ be always with you.
All And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS & OFFERING

Fill out an information card or
share a prayer request by using
the QR code:

You can give in the offering box
near the doors, through our website
or by using the QR code:

OFFERING SONG Everlasting God Performed by Brittany Niequist

MUSIC/WORDS: Brenton Brown and Ken Riley

Please stand.
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DOXOLOGY
*During the pandemic we needed to be careful about singing together so we introduced the Doxology in
ASL and it has continued as a St. Peter’s tradition to embody our praise to God.

Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise him all creatures here below
Praise him above ye heavenly host
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost
Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
All And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
All We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, source of  life and fountain of
mercy. You have filled us and all creation with your blessing and fed us with your constant love; you
have redeemed us in Jesus Christ and knit us into one body. Through your Spirit you replenish us
and call us to the fullness of  life.

Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of  every generation, we lift our
voices with all creation as we sing:
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SANCTUS

WORDS: Book of  Common Prayer MUSIC: Brian Milner, from Mass for the Beloved

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of  the universe and giver of  life. You formed us in your own
image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. You gave the world into our care that we might be
your faithful stewards and show forth your bountiful grace.

But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we would not see your goodness
in the world around us; and so we violated your creation, abused one another, and rejected your love.
Yet you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of  salvation for all people.

Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You delivered us from slavery,
sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise of  salvation. Then, in
the fullness of  time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus. Born into the human
family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving himself  freely to death on the cross, he
triumphed over evil, opening the way of  freedom and life.

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body which is
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of  me.”

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of  wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said: “Drink this, all of  you: This is my Blood of  the new Covenant, which is poured out
for you and for all for the forgiveness of  sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance
of  me.”

6



Therefore we proclaim the mystery of  faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen
Christ will come again.

+Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this bread
and this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of  our Savior Jesus
Christ. Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit and live as Christ’s
Body in the world. Bring us into the everlasting heritage of  your daughters and sons, that with all
your saints, past, present, and yet to come, we may praise your Name for ever.

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory,
and praise, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
All Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

Celebrant Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
All Therefore let us keep the feast.

Celebrant The Gifts of  God for the People of  God.
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

You are invited to come to the front to receive communion.
Gluten-free wafers are available by request. Please ask the priest when you approach.
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COMMUNION HYMNS
The Kingdom of  God
Is justice and peace
And joy in the Holy Spirit
Come, Lord, and open in us
The gates of  your Kingdom.
(repeat)

You are the Everlasting God
The Everlasting God
You do not faint
You won't grow weary

You're the defender of  the weak
You comfort those in need
You lift us up on the wings like eagles
(repeat)

Blessed are the ones who do not bury
All the broken pieces of  their heart
Blessed are the tears of  all the weary
Pouring like a sky of  falling stars

Blessed are the wounded ones in mourning
Brave enough to show the Lord their scars
Blessed are the hurts that are not hidden
Open to the healing touch of  God

CHORUS:
The kingdom is yours, the kingdom is yours
Hold on a little more, this is not the end
Hope is in the Lord, keep your eyes on him

Blessed are the ones who walk in kindness
Even in the face of  great abuse
Blessed are the deeds that go unnoticed
Serving with unguarded gratitude

Blessed are the ones who fight for justice
Longing for the coming day of  peace
Blessed is the soul that thirsts for righteousness
Welcoming the last, the lost, the least

CHORUS

Blessed are the ones who suffer violence
And still have strength to love their enemies
Blessed is the faith of  those who persevere
Though they fall, they'll never know defeat

CHORUS

WORDS/MUSIC: Taize,
Brenton Brown and Ken Riley,
The Common Hymnal

Celebrant Let us pray.
All Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living

members of  your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with
spiritual food in the Sacrament of  his Body and Blood. Send us now into the
world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with
gladness and singleness of  heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL

All Thanks be to God.
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WELCOME TO ST. PETER'S CHELSEA!

We're so glad that you joined us for worship today! Please sign up for our email newsletter at
www.stpeterschelsea.org, follow us on Instagram and Facebook @stpeterschelsea and find out more
ways to get connected.

FIRESIDE: A NIGHT OF WORSHIP AND PRAYER, March 22, 7 pm
Join us as we gather around the presence of  Christ for an informal time of  extended worship and
prayer in the sanctuary led by Marion Hayes. All are welcome!

FAMILY TABLE - 3 NEW DATES! March 30, April 13, 27, 6:30-8:30 pm
Building on the success of  our Family Table experiment, we’ve added 3 more dates where you can
join in. At Family Table, we intentionally create prayerful and loving space to listen to each other
and to God in community, what we call "group spiritual direction." We're not trying to fix things or
give advice but to care for each other by simply holding space. RSVP to Christine at
clee@stpeterschelsea.org.

EASTER (POTLUCK) BRUNCH, April 9, 12-1:30 pm
This Easter, we thought it could be fun to come together to celebrate Easter as a church body with
an Easter brunch in the rectory.It is open to all, including friends and guests who come for the
Easter service. We just ask that you please RSVP to Caitlin Mitchell at caitlinmitchell95@gmail.com
by April 1st (space is limited and we also want to make sure there’s enough food for everyone).
If you can make it and are able, we’d love for you to bring a dish or drink to share. Email Caitlin and
she will send you a link to sign up.

SUBMIT YOUR PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
We believe in the power of  prayer and invite you to share your joys and concerns as we lift up the
Prayers of  the People each Sunday. Submit your prayers at prayer@stpeterschelsea.org to be
included in the prayers for the coming week.

YOGA + NOONDAY PRAYER- Wednesdays, 11:30-12:15 pm in the Sanctuary
Come for one part or both. It is FREE and open to the public. All ages welcome.
RSVP to lisha@stpeterschelsea.org.

Cover art is Tricia Hersey by The Nap Bishop
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