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Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany

February 1, 2026
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Note for parents: We love the ‘joyful noise” of kids and welcome them into our worship! In the back of the church, there is an

area with children’s toys and books. If you need a quiet space, the rectory is open and available with toys and a diaper changing
station. You are welcome there anytime or you can ask a greeter for help.

PRELUDE

Please rise in body or spirit.

OPENING HYMN How Great Thou Art
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OPENING ACCLAMATION

+ indicates a place where we traditionally cross ourselyes

Celebrant +Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

All And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
All And also with you.

Celebrant Let us pray.

All Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in heaven and on
earth: Mercifully hear the supplications of your people, and in our time grant
us your peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Then sings my soul

My Savior, God, to Thee
How great Thon art,
How great Thon art

(repeat)

Please be seated.
PREPARING TO LISTEN

SCRIPTURE READING | Micah 6: 1-8

Reader The word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

RESPONSIVE PSALM | Psalm 15

Lorb, who may dwell in your tabernacle?
who may abide upon your holy hill?

Whoever leads a blameless life and does what is right,
who speaks the truth from his heart.



There is no guile upon his tongue;
he does no evil to his friend;
he does not heap contempt upon his neighbor.

In his sight the wicked is rejected,
but he honots those who fear the LoRrbp.

He has sworn to do no wrong
and does not take back his word.

He does not give his money in hope of gain,
nor does he take a bribe against the innocent.

Whoever does these things
shall never be overthrown.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Please rise.

GRADUAL HYMN

THE KINGDOM OF GOD

Taizé Community
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Celebrant +The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew.
All Glory to you, Lord Christ.



GOSPEL | Matthew 5: 1-12

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord
All Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Please be seated.

Children ages 3 to those in 5th grade are invited to a time of children’s worship; they return to the sanctuary in time for
Communion.

SERMON The Rev. Lisha Epperson

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  “Deep River”
Performed by Marvin Drummond

Deep river, my home is over Jordan.

Deep river, Lord, I want to cross over into campground.
Oh, don’t you want to go to that gospel feast?

That promised land, where all is peace?

Deep river, Lord, I want to cross over into campground.

WORDS /MUSIC: African American spiritual
All:  Amen.

Please rise.

CONFESSION

Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
All Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you
in eternal life. Amen.
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PEACE

Celebrant The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
All And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS & OFFERING

Please connect with us on our website You can give in the offering box (=] 3 =]
by using the OR code: near the doors, through onr website : i
or by using the OR code: = '1_'
OFFERTORY “Some Day We Will All Be Free”
Sung by Noreen Crayton
WORDS/MUSIC: Donny Hathaway | Eddy Howard
Please rise.
DOXOLOGY

Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise him all creatures here below

Praise himr above ye heavenly host
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost
Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Celebrant The Lotd be with you.

All And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

All We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you have
caused a new light to shine in our hearts, to give the knowledge of your glory in the face of your
Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company
of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
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SANCTUS
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WORDS: Book of Common Prayer MUSIC: Brian Milner, from Mass for the Beloved

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and
above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of
error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given thanks
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he
had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do
this for the remembrance of me."

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;



And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from
your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon
these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new
Covenant. +Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being
sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ,
and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting
heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the
head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity
of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
All Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

Celebrant Alleluial Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
All Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!
Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God.
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving

If you would like to receive communion, hold your palms open when the celebrant comes to you. Gluten-free wafers are
avatlable by request. If you prefer a blessing instead, cross your arms over your chest.



COMMUNION HYMNS The Kingdom of God (Please turn to page 3) /

The Kingdom is Yours

Blessed are the ones who do not bury
All the broken pieces of their heart
Blessed are the tears of all the weary
Pouring like a sky of falling stars

Blessed are the wounded ones in mourning
Brave enough to show the Lord their scars
Blessed are the hurts that are not hidden
Open to the healing touch of God

The Kingdom is yours, the Kingdom is yours
Hold on a little more, this is not the end
Hope is in the Lord, keep your eyes on Him

And blessed are the ones who walk in kindness
Even in the face of great abuse

Blessed are the deeds that go unnoticed
Serving with unguarded gratitude

And blessed are the ones who fight for justice
Longing for the coming day of peace

Blessed is the soul that thirsts for righteousness
Welcoming the last, the lost, the least

The Kingdom is yours, the Kingdom is yours
Hold on a little more, this is not the end
Hope is in the Lord, keep your eyes on Him

Blessed are the ones who suffer violence
And still have strength to love their enemies
Blessed is the faith of those who persevere
Though they fall, they'll never know defeat

The Kingdom is yours, the Kingdom is yours
Hold on a little morte, this is not the end
Hope is in the Lord, keep your eyes on Him

WORDS /| MUSIC: The Common Hymnal



Celebrant Let us pray.

All Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with
spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the
world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with
gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

FINAL BLESSING

CLOSING HYMN Let it Rise

Let the glory of the Lord rise among us
Let the glory of the Lord rise among us
Let the praises of the King rise among us

Let it rise

Let the songs of the Lord rise among us
Let the songs of the Lord rise among us
Let the joy of the Lord rise among us
Let it rise

Oh — let it rise.
Oh — let it rise.

WORDS / MUSIC: Holland Davis
DISMISSAL

All  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!



WELCOME TO ST. PETER’S CHELSEA!

We’re so glad that you joined us today! Please sign up for our email newsletter at www.stpeterschelsea.org,
follow us on Instagram and Facebook @stpeterschelsea and find out more ways to get connected.

Thinking Faithfully: A Field Guide for Real Life, taught by the Rev. Dr. Michael DeLashmutt,
Sundays, Feb 1, Feb 8, March 1, April 19, April 26, from 11:30-12:30 pm. This is a multi-week class that
makes Christian theology accessible, practical, and deeply connected to everyday life. We’ll explore theology
not as abstract theory for specialists, but as the language Christians already use to name what we know of
God through prayer, worship, Scripture, and shared life. Together we’ll learn to recognize the “working
theology” we carry - often unexamined - and refine it with clarity and confidence. This class prioritizes
formation over jargon and hope over fear, so faith becomes steadier and love more grounded.

Blessed Absalom Jones Celebration Saturday, February 14 at 10:30 am. Join the Cathedral community
and the Diocese of New York for a special Eucharist commemorating Absalom Jones, abolitionist and the
first African-American ordained as a priest in the Episcopal Church of the United States. The service will be
celebrated by the Right Rev. Matthew F. Heyd, XVII Bishop of New York, and the preacher will be the
Right Rev. Carlye J. Hughes, XI Bishop of Newark. LLearn more about the event at www.stjohndivine.org,
RSVP to Lisha at lisha@stpeterschelsea.org if you'd like to go together as a group.

Shrove “Tuesday” Pancake Lunch + Lunar New Year Celebration, Sunday, February 15 after
worship service. This year, Shrove Tuesday (a.k.a Mardi Gras) and Lunar New Year both fall on Tuesday,
February 17 - the final day of feasting before Lent begins (Ash Wednesday, February 18). Since weeknights
are tough for many of us, we’re celebrating a little early on Sunday and combining these two joyful traditions.
Come hungry, bring a friend, and stick around pancakes, festivity, and good community! RSVP to
rsvp@stpeterschelsea.org to join!

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 18:
® Ashes and Prayer on the Street, 12 pm. Join us for this beautiful tradition of offering the
imposition of ashes and praying for people on the streets of our city. We’ll start with a simple service
at church and then head out together. Contact Christine at clee@stpeterschelsea.org to join.
® Ash Wednesday Service with Imposition of Ashes, 7 pm. Begin this season of repentance in
worship as we turn our hearts to the Lord in humility and vulnerability.

WEEKLY GATHERINGS:
® House Church. Come anchor yourself in thythms that give life. House Church is a space to come
back to center: sharing a meal, praying with one another, and listening for God’s voice together.
o Downtown (Chelsea), Wednesdays, 6:30-8:30 pm. Contact: clee@stpeterschelsea.org.
o Uptown (UWS), Thursdays, 7-9 pm. Contact: lisha@stpeterschelsea.org.
® Zoom Prayer, Weekdays at 8 am, led by the Episcopal Diocese of NY. Visit the Connect page on
our website for the link.
® Yoga + Noonday Prayer, Wednesdays from 11:30 am to 12:15 pm, Rev. Lisha leads 30 minute yoga
sessions in the sanctuary followed by Noonday Prayer. RSVP to lisha@stpeterschelsea.org,
e Food Pantry, Fridays from 4-6 pm or Saturdays from 9:30-11:30 am. Join us to serve our neighbors
in need. Sign up through the link on the food pantry page of our website.

Cover art is “Jesus”’by Beardy Arts

The Reverend Christine Lee, Priest-in-Charge | The Reverend Lisha Epperson, Assistant Priest
For more info, contact office@stpeterschelsea.org or visit www.stpeterschelsea.org | Contact our Vestry at vestry@stpeterschelsea.org
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