
Second Sunday of  Advent
December 4, 2022

10:00 AM



PRELUDE

Please stand if  you are able.

OPENING HYMN Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus

WORDS: St. 1,3: Charles Wesley, St. 2: Mark Hunt
MUSIC: Rowland Hugh Prichard

OPENING ACCLAMATION
+ indicates a place where we traditionally cross ourselves

Celebrant +Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
All And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of  our hearts by the inspiration of  your Holy Spirit, that
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
All And also with you.
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Celebrant Let us pray.
All Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance

and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings
and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of  Jesus Christ our
Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever. Amen.

Please be seated.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

FIRST READING | Isaiah 11: 1-10

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people.
All Thanks be to God.

RESPONSIVE PSALM | Psalm 72: 1-7, 18-19

Give the king your justice, O God,
and your righteousness to a king's son.

May he judge your people with righteousness,
and your poor with justice.

May the mountains yield prosperity for the people,
and the hills, in righteousness.

May he defend the cause of  the poor of  the people,
give deliverance to the needy,
and crush the oppressor.

May he live while the sun endures,
and as long as the moon, throughout all generations.

May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass,
like showers that water the earth.

In his days may righteousness flourish
and peace abound, until the moon is no more.

Blessed be the Lord, the God of  Israel,
who alone does wondrous things.

Blessed be his glorious name forever;
may his glory fill the whole earth.
Amen and Amen.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
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SECOND READING | Romans 15: 4-13

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people.
All Thanks be to God.

Please stand.

GRADUAL HYMN The Kingdom of  God

WORDS/MUSIC: Taizé Community
© 2007, Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc.

Celebrant +The Holy Gospel of  our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew.
All Glory to you, Lord Christ.

GOSPEL | Matthew 3: 1-12

Celebrant The Gospel of  the Lord
All Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Please be seated.

Children aged 3 and up are invited to a time of  children's worship; they return to the sanctuary in time for Communion.

SERMON Lisha Epperson

Please stand.
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Please share any prayer requests
or thanksgiving in the live chat:

Leader Friends, may the God of  hope fill you withall joy and peace in believing. Let us come
before the Lord praying, “God our hope and our desire; May our hearts be turned
toward you.” Grant your church, O God of  encouragement, to live in harmony with
one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that we may glorify you with one
voice. Make us a people of  repentance and bless us with your Holy Spirit and fire.

Silence.
God our hope and our desire,

All May our hearts be turned toward you.

Leader Grant this nation, O God of  justice, the will to defend the needy and the poor. May
we sincerely hope for that day when hurt and destruction are no more.

Silence.
God our hope and our desire,

All May our hearts be turned toward you.

Leader Grant your creation, O God of  faithfulness, the hope of  renewal, May we who are
stewards of  this earth, also live at peace with all you have created.

Silence.
God our hope and our desire,

All May our hearts be turned toward you.

Leader Grant this city, O God of  understanding, prosperity.May all the people know and do
justice. We ask that you teach us and our leaders the best way to meet the needs of  all
our neighbors.

Silence.
God our hope and our desire,

All May our hearts be turned toward you.

Leader Grant all the needy, O God of  steadfast love, your mercy. Prove yourself  to be a God
of  righteousness and faithfulness. To all their pain and suffering, bring your healing
peace. And with your winnowing fork clear from our lives all forces of  oppression.

Silence.
God our hope and our desire,

All May our hearts be turned toward you.
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The congregation is invited to add their petitions and thanksgivings.

God our hope and our desire,
All May our hearts be turned toward you.

Leader Grant to those who have died, O God of  hope, eternal life in you. Bring the departed
into your glorious dwelling where all their hope will be fulfilled in your Christ.

Silence.
God our hope and our desire,

All May our hearts be turned toward you.

Celebrant O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of  your people; in the multitude of  your
mercies, look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are
gracious, O lover of  souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now
and forever. Amen.

CONFESSION

Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

All God of  all mercy, we confess that we have sinnedagainst you,
opposing your will in our lives.

We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves,
and in the world you have created.

We repent of  the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done,
and the evil done on our behalf.

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen.

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of  the Holy Spirit
keep you in eternal life. Amen.

PEACE

Celebrant The Peace of  the Lord be always with you.
All And also with you.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & OFFERING

Please connect with us on our website
by using the QR code:

You can give in the offering box
near the doors, through our website
or by using the QR code:

Please stand.

DOXOLOGY
*During the pandemic we needed to be careful about singing together so we introduced the Doxology in
ASL and it has continued as a St. Peter’s tradition to embody our praise to God.

Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise him all creatures here below
Praise him above ye heavenly host
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost
Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
All And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
All We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of  life abundant. From before time
you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into being:
sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing.

You made us in your image, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and
wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us. Time and
again you called us to live in the fullness of  your love. And so this day we join with Saints and Angels
in the chorus of  praise that rings through eternity, lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing:
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SANCTUS

WORDS: Book of  Common Prayer MUSIC: Brian Milner, from Mass for the Beloved

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of  sin and
death and to reveal the riches of  your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant,
that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of  God.

Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and
proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself  yet we were
heedless of  his call to walk in love.

Then the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of  his life, and to be glorified
by you. On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friend. He took bread, gave
thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of  me."

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of  wine. Again he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, and
said: "Drink this, all of  you: This is my Blood of  the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and
for all for the forgiveness of  sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of  me."

Now gathered at your table, O God of  all creation, and remembering Christ crucified and risen,
who was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of  bread and wine, and ourselves, a living
sacrifice.
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Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and blood of  Christ. Breathe your
Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of  Christ given for the world
you have made. In the fullness of  time bring us, with all your saints, from every tribe and language
and people and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the foundation of  the world.

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory,
and praise, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Celebrant As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,
All Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of  trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

Celebrant Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
All Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!

Celebrant The Gifts of  God for the People of  God.
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Please be seated.
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COMMUNION HYMN O Come O Come Emmanuel

O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel
that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of  God appear.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to you, O Israel.

O come, O Wisdom from on high,
who ordered all things mightily;
to us the path of  knowledge show
and teach us in its ways to go.

CHORUS

O come, O Branch of  Jesse's stem,
unto your own and rescue them!
From depths of  hell your people save,
and give them victory o'er the grave.

CHORUS

O come, O King of  nations, bind
in one the hearts of  all mankind.
Bid all our sad divisions cease
and be yourself  our King of  Peace.

WORDS: Henry Sloane Coffin, John Mason Neale

Please stand.

Celebrant Let us pray.
All Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing

us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of  Christ’s Body and Blood. Now send
us forth a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may proclaim your love to
the world and continue in the risen life of  Christ our Savior. Amen.

FINAL BLESSING
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CLOSING HYMN Thou Who Wast Rich

WORDS: Frank Houghton ARRANGEMENT: C.H. Kitson

DISMISSAL

All Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!
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WELCOME TO ST. PETER'S CHELSEA!

We're so glad that you joined us for worship today! Please sign up for our email newsletter at
www.stpeterschelsea.org, follow us on Instagram and Facebook @stpeterschelsea and find out more
ways to get connected.

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE:
● Saturday, December 10: Advent Quiet Day from 10 am to 2 pm. Create space for

stillness, contemplation and movement with our very own Lisha Epperson, held at St.
Phillip's Episcopal Church in Harlem. RSVP to lisha@stpeterschelsea.org.

● Sunday, December 18: “No Rehearsal” Pageant at our 10 am service. Everyone has a
part to play in the Story of  Jesus. All you have to do is show up! Show up as a character or
grab a costume at our costume table on the way in.

● Saturday, December 24: Christmas Eve Service at 5 pm.
● Sunday, December 25: Christmas Day Service at 10 am.

The Advent Journal: Are you looking for a way to meaningfully engage with this Advent season?
It’s not too late! Join the Advent Journal, a group using short daily prompts as a way to prayerfully
and creatively encounter God this Advent season. Contact Rachel Rim at rachelrim921@gmail.com
if  you'd like to join or have any questions.

Cover art is One With Mystery by Laura Wright Pittman

11



Stewardship Pledge 2023

First and Last Name _________________________________________________________________________

Other Family Members ______________________________________________________________________

Email and Phone Number _______________________________________ Total Annual Pledge _____________

I will fulfill my pledge by giving: I would like to know about:

Annually
Monthly
Twice a month

Weekly
Other:

Giving online
Giving stock
Direct deposit (Zelle)

I am interested in serving at St. Peter's in the following areas (please check all that apply):

Greeting on Sundays
Reading for service
Lay Eucharist minister/visitor
Music Ministry

Children/Youth Ministry
Food for Coffee Hour
Food Pantry
Meals Ministry

Arts (dance, fine arts, etc.)
Organizing Social Events
Community Outreach
Other

Questions or Comments?

You can also fill a pledge by mailing in a check to: St. Peter's Chelsea, 346 W. 20th St., NY, NY 10011
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